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PPS RECORDS FOR 
21 DEXTERDALE ROAD 

PLAT 73, LOT 354 
 

CAVERLY-ALCOTT HOUSE 
Built 1920 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A 1-1/2 story, side-gambrel, Dutch Colonial Revival-style residence set gambrel end to the 
street.  Shed roof dormers extend along each roof slope.  A 1-story, flat-roofed porch spans the 
south elevation of the building.  The building is embellished with cornice returns, a fanlight in the 
gambrel end, and lattice work on the porch.” 
   --“Summit Historic District” National Register Nomination (2002) 
 
The house stands on a 4,750 sq.ft. lot on the north side of Dexterdale Road between Camp 
Street on the west and Summit Avenue on the east.  The lot has 50 feet of frontage on 
Dexterdale Road and measures 95 feet deep.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
This house was constructed in 1920 by Brainard Caverly, an office manager living next door at 
17 Dexterdale Road. Caverly apparently lived here for only one year before relocating to Doyle 
Avenue.  In 1921 he sold the house to Olive F. Alcott, wife of Ernest C. Alcott, of Arlington, 
Mass.; Ernest Alcott was a sales promotions manager.  The Alcotts moved to Providence and 
lived in this house from 1921-1926, when they moved back to Boston.  The next owner-
occupant, Ira W. Knight, an electrical engineer, owned this house from 1926 until his death in 
1958; his widow Christina continued to live here until 1963.  Since then the house has changed 
hands only once; the present owner, Judith Fink, and her husband Charles Fink bought it in 
1964. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
Dexterdale Road lies parallel to and two blocks north of Rochambeau Avenue in northeast 
Providence.  From the founding of Providence in 1636 until the late 19th century, the land north 
of Rochambeau Avenue and east of North Main Street was considered “the country.”  Although 
only a few miles removed from the center of town, access to and development of this area were 
hampered by a steep hill rising up from North Main Street to Hope Street and by the Great 
Swamp lying east of Hope Street.   As late as 1874, only four public roads traversed this area, 
known today as Rochambeau Avenue, North Main Street, Hope Street, and the Neck Road 
(now in Swan Point Cemetery).  The primary use for this land was farming.  
 
In 1754 Jeremiah Dexter established a large farm roughly bounded by today’s Rochambeau 
Avenue, North Main Street, Hope Street, and Fifth Street; his farm house still stands at the 
corner of Rochambeau and North Main.  In 1765, Dexter’s farm along with all other lands north 
of Rochambeau Avenue was incorporated into the Town of North Providence.  Rochambeau 
Avenue (called North Street from 1856-1894) was the boundary between the two towns until 
1874, when a substantial portion of North Providence was annexed back to Providence, 

 
1 “Summit Historic District” National Register nomination (2002).  
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including the Dexter farm.  Also in 1874, Jeremiah Dexter’s daughter Anna Dexter died, leaving 
the family farm to a niece and two nephews.  Thus Anna Dexter’s niece Anna Emerson Morris 
and her husband John Morris came into possession of about 5/6 of the original Dexter farm 
(over 33 acres).   
 
By the late 19th century, Providence had grown into a major industrial center with a booming 
population who created a demand for new housing at a time when older urban neighborhoods 
had grown overcrowded, noisy, dirty, and undesirable. Once public transportation systems 
made it possible for people to live beyond walking distance of their workplaces, the ideal 
solution to those urban ills was to live in a green, peaceful, quiet, healthful suburb of new 
houses with all the latest conveniences like electricity, telephone service, and indoor plumbing. 
The northeast quadrant of Providence became a magnet for middle-class residential 
development with the extension of streetcar lines along North Main Street, Hope Street, and 
Blackstone Boulevard, and with the introduction of municipal water and sewer lines:  
improvements that occurred between 1875 and about 1910.    
 
Anna and John Morris’s five daughters inherited the family farmstead after their parents’ deaths 
and in 1911 they deeded to the City the rights of way for Summit Avenue, Colonial Road, 
Dexterdale Road, Edgehill Road, Memorial Road, and D’Estaing Road (now Creston Way).  In 
1916 the Anna Morris Heirs recorded a plat bounded by Rochambeau, Summit, Dexterdale and 
Camp Streets (excluding the north side of Dexterdale Road); the plat was extended to the north 
three times between 1923-1927, finally ending at Creston Way; and extended west to North 
Main Street in 1926. Housing construction in the block bounded by Dexterdale Avenue, Camp 
Street, Edgehill Road, and Summit Avenue began in 1916 and was completed (save for one lot 
at the corner of Edgehill Road and Camp Street) by 1937.   
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
21 Dexterdale Road has been nominated for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
as a contributing building in the Summit Historic District (pending approval by the National Park 
Service in 2003).  The nomination form lists this building as the “Ira W. Knight House, built 
1936.”  As records found for this report demonstrate, that identification is wrong both for name 
and date. 
 
The house is not located within any local historic district overlay zone.  
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  the 
future site of 21 Dexterdale Road is not shown on this map, as the land belonged to North 
Providence in 1798.  
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling: the future site of 21 Dexterdale Road is not shown 
on this map, as the land belonged to North Providence in 1857.  
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 3 (Ward 10), Plate P shows a 
large 33.35 acre lot at the northeast corner of North Main Street and North Avenue 
(Rochambeau Avenue), stretching as far east as East Avenue (Hope Street) and as far north as 
a diagonal line crossing First, Second, Third and Fourth Streets.   This lot is owned by Ann[a] 
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Morris; it contains four houses and several outbuildings along North Avenue, but no interior 
streets or structures.  
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 10 shows a large 33.25 acre 
lot at the northeast corner of North Main Street and North Avenue, with boundaries similar to 
those on the 1875 map.  The lot is owned by Anna Morris.  Public transit runs on North Main 
Street, but no other transportation or utility lines have been introduced in this area yet.   
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 1 (pp. 12-13) shows the 
large lot (area given as 1,377,118 sq.ft.) at the northeast corner of North Main Street and 
Rochambeau Avenue, owned by John Morris (Anna Morris’s husband).  Sewer lines have been 
installed on Rochambeau Avenue. A streetcar line runs on North Main Street.  
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 73 shows a 1,377,118 sq.ft. lot, numbered 296, at the 
northeast corner of North Main Street and Rochambeau Avenue.  Summit Avenue has been laid 
out by this time and forms the eastern boundary of Lot 296.  No building footprints or owner 
names are indicated on this map.  
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 11shows a 1,267,118 sq.ft. 
lot at the northeast corner of North Main Street and Rochambeau Avenue, bounded by Summit 
Avenue on the east, owned by Anna Morris.  The only structures in this large lot are 957 North 
Main Street (at the corner of Rochambeau) and 36, 46, 120-122, and 142 Rochambeau Avenue 
(the homes of Anna Morris and her children), plus some adjacent outbuildings.  Water lines 
have been installed on both Rochambeau and Summit Avenues, and streetcar lines run on both 
North Main and Hope Streets.  
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 25 shows that Dexterdale 
and Edgehill Roads have partly been laid out west of Summit Avenue.  Houses stand at 17 and 
27 Dexterdale, on the north side of the street, with a vacant lot measuring 4,750 sq.ft. between 
them.  Emma A. Swift etal owns the vacant lot (Emma Swift was one of Anna Morris’s 
daughters).  Water lines, but not sewer, have been installed along that part of Dexterdale which 
had apparently been built by this time; sewer lines are available on Summit Avenue.  Other lots 
platted within in the block include 3 on Edgehill Road and 4 on Summit Avenue (all 4 with 
houses on them).   
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 25 shows the block bounded 
by Dexterdale Road, Camp Street, Edgehill Road, and Summit Avenue.  The house at 21 
Dexterdale Road stands on a 4,750 sq.ft. lot owned by I.W. Knight.  The north side of 
Dexterdale Road has five houses on it (11, 17, 21, 27, 37 Dexterdale); two more houses stand 
on Edgehill Road, in addition to the four on Summit Avenue.  Public utilities and transportation 
lines remain the same as on the 1918 map.  
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 25 shows the block bounded 
by Dexterdale Road, Camp Street, Edgehill Road, and Summit Avenue.  The house at 21 
Dexterdale Road stands on a 4,750 sq.ft. lot owned by I.W. Knight; a garage stands at the 
northeast corner of the lot (built since 1926).  By this time the entire block has been built out 
save for one lot at the corner of Camp Street and Edgehill Road.  Water and sewer lines are not 
shown, but streetcars run on both Hope and North Main Streets.   
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Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 574/Page 198:  On May 15, 1918, Annie D. Pepler of Newmarket, N.H.; Phebe E. 
Morris, Mary M. Almy, Emma A. Swift, William A. Rathbun, William M. Nevin, and John 
Benjamin Nevin (as executor and trustee under the will of Edith A. Nevin), all of Providence, 
sold to Brainard E. Caverly of Providence, for $10, a lot of land on the north side of Dexterdale 
Road, located 204.86 feet west of Summit Avenue, measuring 50 feet on Dexterdale Road and 
holding that width measuring 95 feet deep.  The deed does not mention any buildings on the lot.   
The deed includes the following restrictions:  any dwelling house to be erected shall house no 
more than two families and shall cost at least $3,000 (single family) or $5,000 (two-family); and 
all buildings shall be set back at least 20 feet from the street. 
 
[Note:  Annie Pepler, Phebe Morris, Mary Almy, Emma Swift, and the late Edith Nevin were all 
daughters of Anna Morris; another daughter was Lillian Rathbun.] 
 
Deed Book 606/Page 4:  On July 24, 1920, Brainard E. Caverly of Providence sold to Olive 
Florence Alcott, wife of Ernest C. Alcott, of Arlington, Mass., for $10, a lot with buildings and 
improvements thereon on the north side of Dexterdale Road, bounded as described in DB 
574/198 above.  The deed notes this is the same property conveyed to the grantor by Annie 
Pepler etal on May 15, 1918 (reference to DB 574/198). 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No building permit records were found. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were published in 
a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total assessment for any real and 
personal property (without specifying where real estate was located), and the total tax due.  
Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized by property owner name) indicating the plat 
and lot number of any real estate and the assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
1918-1919:  Brainard Caverly of 8 Woodbury Street owned Plat 73, Lot 354, which was 
assessed at $480 for land and $0 for buildings. 
 
1920:  Brainard Caverly of 17 Dexterdale Road owned Plat 73, Lot 354, which was assessed at 
$480 for land and $4,000 for buildings.  This indicates the house had been constructed since 
the previous assessment. 
 
1921:  Olive F. Alcott, wife of Ernest C. Alcott, of 21 Dexterdale Road, owned Plat 73, Lot 354, 
which was assessed at $480 for land and $4,000 for buildings. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a residents’ 
directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house directory, listing 
residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894. 
 
1919:  Brainard Caverly, office manager, residence 17 Dexterdale Road. 
 
1920:  Brainard Caverly, cashier, residence “23” Dexterdale Road.  [Note:  “23” may be a typo;  



PPS Records for 21 Dexterdale Road  Page 5 
 
 

the corresponding plat and lot numbers in the tax records match 21 Dexterdale, and the 
address 23 Dexterdale does not appear in any contemporary house directories.  Or, the 
house’s original address may have been 23, but changed to 21 the next year.] 

 
1921:  Brainard Caverly, cashier, residence 160 Doyle Avenue. 

Ernest C. Alcott, manager, residence 21 Dexterdale Road. 
 
1922 to 1925:  Ernest C. Alcott, manager, residence 21 Dexterdale Road.   
 
1926:  Ernest C. Alcott removed to Boston, Mass.  

Ira W. Knight, electrical engineer, residence  21 Dexterdale Road. 
 
1927 to 1958:  Ira W. Knight, electrical engineer, residence 21 Dexterdale Road. 
 
1959 to 1963:  Mrs. Christina Knight, residence 21 Dexterdale Road. 
 
1964:  Mrs. Christina Clark, residence 21 Dexterdale Road. 
 
1965 to 2002:  Charles B. Fink, residence 21 Dexterdale Road.2 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-1937 
(published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by street 
address, and also contain a street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city 
directory. 
 
1919/1920:  Addresses listed on the north side of Dexterdale Road are 15, 17, 27, and 37.  
 
1921/1922:  First listing for 21 Dexterdale Road, residence of Ernest C. Alcott, sales promotion 

manager.  (Other addresses on the north side of Dexterdale are 11, 17, 27, and 37.) 
 

1923/1924 and 1925/1926:  21 Dexerdale Road was the residence of Ernest C. Alcott, sales 
promotion manager. 

 
1927/1928 to 1935/1936:  21 Dexterdale Road was the residence of Ira W. Knight, electrical 

engineer.3 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Plat 73, Lot 354:  Dexterdale Road 
 
Annie D. Pepler 1/6, Phebe E. Morris 1/6, Mary M. Almy 1/6, Edith A. Nevin 1/6, and Emma A.  
 Swift 2/6, collectively owned the property as of June 15, 1916. 
Brainard E. Caverly owned the property as of June 15, 1918. 
Olive F. Alcott, wife of Ernest C. Alcott, owned the property as of December 1, 1920. 
Ira W. Knight owned the property as of June 15, 1925. 

                                                      
2 Note:  Even though they are not listed in the city directory until 1965, Charles and Judith Fink actually 
bought this house in late February, 1964; they continue to live there today (2004). 
 
3 Although this directory ceased publication in 1937, Ira Knight and his wife Christina Knight lived in the 
house for several more decades (see City Directories).  
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Christina I. Knight owned the property as of December 1959. 
Charles B. Fink and wife Judith D. Fink owned the property as of February 24, 1964 (refers to  
 Deed Book 1124/Page 154). 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh, June 2003 
Updated March 2004 at the request of the owner, Judith D. Fink 
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